
Dr. Arcurio’s Corner
The holiday season is in full swing and the energy in
the building is exciting. For me, Thanksgiving was a
time of family, friends, and reflection. I am thankful for
the opportunity to work with your children and their
teachers each day.  It is a pleasure being a part of a
learning community like Lebanon Borough where
families and the school work together in the best
interests of the children. This is a gift that I do not take
for granted.

I think that it is appropriate during this holiday season
to reflect upon the gifts that we’ve been given and
those that we have to share.  Often times the true
feeling of giving is overshadowed by the hustle and
bustle of the season.  I would like to ask everyone to
take a few moments to step back and appreciate the
gifts we have; such as freedom, family, and the peace
of mind that goes along with living in a caring
community.  It is also important for us to realize that
we give gifts to others every day. Our character concept for November and December is CARING and
we can show this in so many simple ways.  Sometimes a kind word, help with a math problem, or a

smile at the right time can mean a great deal to those around
us.  At LBS caring is part of our daily lives.  Thank you for
all that you do as part of our community and may your
holiday traditions be happy!

Report Cards: Our report cards will be available through
our Realtime Parent Portalon the afternoon of Friday,
December 9, 2022. Please be sure that you have access to
the Realtime Parent Portal. Additionally, any forms (health,
media, etc.) in the portal must be completed before you

have access to the report card.  If you do not have access please contact Mrs. Muia at
rmuia@lebanonschool.org to have your login credentials re-sent.

Better Together,
Bruce Arcurio Ed.D.
Superintendent
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YMCA Before/After Care
● Registration

Health Office…
● Bully-Free Zone: During the month of November, our character trait was Caring. Our

focus as a school community was of kindness, compassion, gratitude, forgiveness and
helping people in need. The student will continue the character trait of Caring for
December. Students also enjoyed Wingman activities this month.

● Nurse’s News: Students go outside everyday for snack breaks and recess, if weather
permits, for fresh air and exercise. Please send your children to school with the
appropriate attire depending on the weather. Coats, layered sweatshirts, accessories like
hats, gloves, scarves and boots help to protect students from the cold and wind. If it is a
gym day don't forget to pack their sneakers into their backpacks to change into later.

● Teens and E-Cigarettes: Its about flavor!
○ It’s not always easy for parents and kids to talk about these topics together. Yet

research has shown that when a parent tells their child not to use tobacco, they are
much less likely to do so. As a parent, you have a lot of influence over your
child’s choices.

○ The 2022 National Youth Tobacco Survey administered in the spring, showed that 14.1%
of high school students and 3.3% of middle school students reported using e-cigarettes
within the previous 30 days. Of those, 42.3% reported using them frequently, and 27.6%
of them reported daily use. It was also noted that a large majority of the users preferred
flavored products further confirming the push to target youth to experiment and get
hooked on tobacco that tastes good.

Safety Patrol
Safety Patroller for the Month of November: Susie Ables Congratulations! Susie has
continuously exhibited excellence while on her post. She is considerate,
kind-hearted, and thoughtful to all the students at LBS, especially the preschoolers.
Her kindness and eagerness to help are great examples to exhibit for all of our
students at LBS   Keep up the good work and continue to be your best.
Congratulations!

Art
Grades 4 through 6 are nearly done making collages

inspired by Jasper Johns. The next step is to use the collages as a plate for
printmaking. All the hard work of cutting and gluing neatly will pay off
when collographs are pulled from the collages. We’ll have lots of artwork
to display in the halls very shortly since printmaking produces many
copies. Grades 2 and 3 flipped back and forth between weaving and clay
cupcakes this month. The majority of the students have finished glazing
their cupcakes to give them color and they’ve already been fired. They look
like cupcakes but can be used as covered trinket dishes or candy dishes! As
students get to the end of their looms in December, they will learn how to
remove the warp strings and tie knots to keep their weavings intact. They
are really looking forward to a drawing project, so James Rizzi will serve
as inspiration as we begin our first drawings of the school year.  Students in kindergarten and first grade
have begun to color their Matisse-style portraits. As a Fauvist, Matisse made choices with his colors that
critics despised, but he very much enjoyed hearing that he painted like a “wild beast.” A big emphasis
was placed on making wild color choices when drawing our portraits. This gave the students an
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opportunity to be brave, creative, and let go of perfectionism. In December, the students will try their
hand at printmaking and ceramics!
Please notice that the finished artwork is shared through Artsonia. If your account is set up from last
year, you will continue to be notified when new artwork from your
child is posted. If you have any questions about Artsonia, I’m always
happy to answer them. Also, if you are looking for gift ideas for
family and friends that are “from the kids,” Artsonia has a service that
makes keepsakes with photos of your children’s artwork. Right now
there is a holiday promotion! When you use the code
HolidayFunds22 in the gift shop, you get 15% off on any one item
(sale items included). As always 20% of a keepsake purchase is
donated to the LBS art department. It’s a great way to support the arts.

Enrichment/Media/Technology
November has flown by. And with the theme of flying, classes participated in a fun STEM this month.
We read Balloons Over Broadway which is a book about the puppeteer that first created the balloons for
Macy's Thanksgiving Day parade. We learned about the plan and progress for the idea to be what it is
today. Next students planned their own balloons based on something they love! Then they created
balloons complete with puffed-up middles (cotton balls) and they will hang proudly in the library!
Moving ahead we are diving into coding! We will review and learn sequencing, conditions, and looping.
We will practice with a few various activities based on her and participate in the hour of code.

Music
We are getting so excited about our upcoming
performance on Wednesday, December 14, at 6:30
PM!  All Pre-K (PM) through 6th Grade students
have been working on their tone, rhythm,
following melodic direction, harmony singing,
and choreography through our concert repertoire.

All grades have been evaluating and critiquing their performances
using our music vocabulary terms including tone, melody,
harmony, dynamics, intonation, pitch, cut-off, and more.  We have
also been learning about following a conductor and performance
etiquette.

Our 4th grade beginning band members have expanded their range on their instruments and have been
working on various rhythm patterns using our 5-tone scale for pitched instruments and sticking patterns

and rudiments for percussion. Their tone continues to improve as a
group along with their coordination.  We are also learning the
challenging skill of playing as a group which requires them to listen,
read, play, and follow a conductor simultaneously.  It is great to see
them gaining so much confidence as they improve!

The 5th and 6th-grade band members are working on perfecting their
concert repertoire.  They have been evaluating their rehearsals as a
class in order to find areas in need of improvement and have been
offering suggestions in order to perfect these sections. Seeing that they

can pick out these trouble spots and work to correct them as a group is wonderful.  Additionally, we are
working on our articulation and dynamics to add more texture to our pieces. We are so excited to share
our music with you!
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Physical Education/Health
I hope everyone enjoyed their November and holiday break.  In PE this
month all classes continued on to improve their motor skills and fitness
levels. We played some new throwing and catching games, like keep
your trash off my lawn and the PE version of Battleship. We also broke
out the big parachute during the short Thanksgiving week.  All the
grades love the parachute and the different activities we practiced.
Below are a few pics of some 1st and Kinders under our rainbow

mushroom.  Health class focused on
nutrition and the importance of eating
healthy foods. We talked about the food
groups, and what nutrients were in certain foods. 5th and 6th grade
watched documentaries on the foods we eat and how the foods we eat can
affect our overall health. Caring is the character trait for the next two
months.  We talked about the people we care about and how we can show
others that we care.  In December we will participate in games and
activities that will build on the skills we have practiced so far as well and
also break out the jump ropes.  The health unit will focus on Illness &

Disease and our Caring character trait.

Spanish
¡Fabulous noviembre! We all had such a
great time learning about Día de los
Muertos. Look at the photos of the
beautiful creations of calaveras (sugar
skulls) and flores (flowers) your students
made! Grades K-2 have been identifying
the months of the year, the days of the

week and grouping them in their appropriate time frames. We are still
practicing finding numbers on the calendario….! We are now able to
comprehend basic questions about the calendar and respond in Spanish.
Grades 3-4 have been learning to express likes in Spanish. In Spanish, we
say ´The book pleases me´ rather than ´I like the book´. Students are always so interested in how
English other languages like Spanish are similar and different.
Grades 5-6 have been working on performing a skit based on their novel, La Lucha de la Limonada.
They are interpreting the novel and acting it out, adding their own creative touches. They will be
performing on video and watching it with classmates in diciembre.

Preschool
AM: In November we learned about trees, color mixing and
thanksgiving.  We learned the letters L and F and number 1.
We continue to practice sorting, patterns, counting and
sharing.  We celebrated 3 birthdays this month!  We had a lot
of fun using model magic to mix 2 colors to make a new
color.  We started show and tell and the students are enjoying
bringing in something from home to share with the class.   In
December we will learn about hibernation, gingerbread and
holidays.

Better Together! 4



PM: This month we learned about pets, color mixing, nutrition, thanksgiving and
dinosaurs.  We painted a color wheel and used our fingers to mix the colors.  We
sorted animals that are wild and pets, learned about making healthy food choices
and eating sweets in moderation, we also watched a dinosaur egg hatch in water. We
started show and tell and the students are enjoying bringing in something from
home to share with the class. In December we will learn about hibernation,
gingerbread and holidays. We are also looking forward to our winter show.

Kindergarten
During the month of November the kindergarten class has learned the difference between fiction and
nonfiction text. They have been listening to a variety of texts read aloud. We have been learning about
the parts of a book. The class has done an excellent job writing in
their journals during writing workshop. They are using phonetic
spelling to write their words.
Next, the students will be learning about opinion writing. We are
continuing to build our sight word vocabulary and we are working
each week on multiple phonics sounds to help us blend and read
more words. We are also working on plural nouns. In our next
reading unit, we will read many stories about animals. We will
also be learning to recognize adjectives.
In math, we completed our module on sorting and classifying
objects. We have also completed the first module focusing on
addition and subtraction equations. We have been working with a
partner to complete math center activities on various levels. In our
next module, we will continue to work on representing addition
and subtraction within 5 using objects and drawings.
This month in social studies we have been learning about the past
and present. We observed and discussed how things have changed. We worked on many projects and
activities for Thanksgiving. We learned about the Pilgrims and Native Americans and the first
Thanksgiving. We learned how the Thanksgiving Day Parade balloons are made. We read the book:
Balloons Over Broadway by Melissa Sweet. Then we designed a balloon for the parade. They created it,
just like the artists do for the parade balloons. First, they drew what they would like it to look like, and
then they used balloons and art supplies to bring it to life.

First Grade
We hope everyone had a happy Thanksgiving!  First grade is eager
to get into the holiday season!  Before Thanksgiving break, we
disguised our turkeys so they wouldn’t end up as the Thanksgiving
meal, and we wrote a persuasive friendly letter to humans
convincing them that they would not be tasty at all! During social
studies, we will learn about important December holidays like
Hanukkah, Christmas, and Kwanzaa. During science, we will begin
our unit on Animal Superpowers.  During this unit, the students will
explore how the external characteristics of animals are essential for
their survival.
In reading, we have continued to read nonfiction books.  We’ve
learned that baby animals are different from their parents, and why

some animals hibernate in the winter.  We’ve also closely examined a couple of poems.  We’ve learned
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that almost all poems have rhythm and rhyme.  Now, we will learn about readers' theater plays, fables,
and folktales.
In math, we have learned how to identify related facts and use them to check our addition and
subtraction.  Now, we will learn how to solve word problems with unknown addends using objects and
drawings.
First grade is very excited about December and all the fun things we will be learning about!  Take a look
at our disguised turkeys!

Second Grade
November has come and gone in the blink of an eye and we have gotten so many things done in second
grade! In Reading and Writing, we have touched on many different genres of writing, such as realistic
fiction, informational texts, and poetry. We are getting better and better every day at our Daily Five
routine, and really enjoying all of the different center rotations that we get to complete for those. We are
becoming stronger readers every day, building up our stamina, and enjoy reading to ourselves so much!
In Math, we spent a lot of time perfecting our place values and learning how to break down numbers
into hundreds, tens, and ones. We are able to write our numbers in many different forms, including
standard, expanded, and word form.
In Social Studies, we finished our second unit which was all about landforms and different regions of the
world. We will be working on learning about volcanoes, and will be starting our volcano project soon!
This will tie in with our Science unit that we completed about weathering and erosion of different
landforms. We have a very busy, but fun, December ahead of us and I can’t wait to celebrate all the
exciting things together!

Third Grade
This month the Crew worked together to design a perfect playground in an
end-of-unit writing project. They took their amazing ideas and wrote opinion
letters based on progressive changes that could be made to any playground. We
still love our LBS playground, but it was a great
experience to research and write letters that solve
problems. In Reading, we have almost completed
Unit 2 and learned many things, such as
understanding the author's purpose and how to read
closely to find the main idea in nonfiction text. We
learned to use nonfiction text features to increase
our comprehension of text. We also celebrated and

honored our brave Veterans with “thank you” sentiments and wrote beautiful
fall simile poems.  In Math, we completed our multiplication unit and are
now enjoying division concepts. We learned new multiplication games using
playing cards and have enjoyed working to mastery while having fun
together! In Science, we completed our 8 lessons within the Animals
Through Time unit. We completed the unit by understanding how futuristic
ideas of traveling into space, and the subsequent effects on the body, are no longer an unimaginable
event for ordinary humans, but rather it is now within our reach. In Social Studies we completed our
maps and globes unit and now understand more about the economic, political, and social features of our
country through maps. We are now learning about community differences and how geography affects
where you live and how you live. In December we look forward to holiday activities and learning more
about acts of kindness in our daily lives.
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Fourth Grade
In Math, we have learned how to multiply by one-digit numbers and up to 4
digit numbers. We learned a few different ways: drawing place value blocks,
area models, using the distributive property  and partial products, however,
the children’s favorite way was the “old fashioned way!”  The children were
actually looking forward to learning to multiply and regroup!
We have moved on to the next module, Understanding Division by 1-Digit
Numbers. Interpreting remainders can be challenging, but we are getting
the hang of it.  Sometimes we can disregard the remainder and sometimes
we need to add 1 to the whole number quotient to cover the remainder. For example: if we need to know

how many pizzas to order we need to add one to cover the remainder. Or
we have 27 beads and each bracelet gets 5 beads. How many bracelets can
we make, we disregard or drop the remaining beads.  We need to read the
questions carefully to be sure we understand the question before we
answer it.

For the past few weeks, we have also been reading the novel, Mr.
Popper’s Penguins, as a class. We have been learning many new
vocabulary words, figurative language, story elements, and comparing and

contrasting the characters. Everyone has enjoyed reading the fictional novel about a man and his pet
penguins.  At the conclusion of Mr. Popper’s Penguins, we will be exploring the Antarctic region in
science.

In Social Studies, we discussed voting, each day we take a daily vote on a topic.  We took a field trip
with Mrs. Turner on Election Day to Borough Hall to see the actual election process. We were able to
ask questions and see the voting machine, they even gave us VOTED stickers! The children were
surprised at the “noise” the machine made, we explained that meant the vote was cast!
We also have a Mystery Meet with a class where we played 20 Questions with a class and we guessed
what state they were from and eliminated states as they answered our questions. The first class we met
was from Michigan.  They couldn’t believe how small our school was, their school has 4 fourth-grade
classes. We hope to have more mystery meets throughout the year.

In Science, we have been investigating features and processes of the Earth’s surface. The students have
explored the rapid process of volcanic eruptions and the gradual Earth processes of weathering and
erosion.  We discovered that volcanoes tend to pop up in patterns called The Ring of Fire and why
volcanoes explode.  We also discussed how weathering and erosion have affected the land.

Fifth Grade
It’s been a busy month of November, leading Grade 5 into an
even busier December!  Having largely finished up our unit
on personal narratives, our class is about to begin researching
and writing informational pieces of their own.  We look
forward to learning from each other as students explore and
present engaging topics that interest them. After working
on division concepts, fifth grade turned its focus to the Order
of Operations, and understanding the importance of solving
expressions and equations in the correct way.  This is a skill
that will help students as they tackle algebra problems and

organize their mathematical thinking for many years to come.  We are now exploring the concept of
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volume and how to determine the size of 3-dimensional objects, even when the entire shape cannot be
seen.
In science, we welcome some special visitors to our class – 100 red worms, courtesy of Mystery Doug
and Uncle Jim’s Worm Farm!  We watched the worms make themselves
comfortable and made predictions about where they would settle down.
(Each student had a paper plate, a damp napkin, and a small piece of
black construction paper to create a dark space for the worm to hide if it
so chose.)  Students applied what they observed to reason what role
worms serve in a garden and that, by breaking up the soil and
redistributing nutrients, they help flowers and vegetables grow healthier
and larger.  The students (well, most of the students!) enjoyed watching
and feeding the worms and were happy to see that they are now
burrowing in the gardens behind LBS.
We also learned about other decomposers – mushrooms in the forest and the bacteria that naturally keep
lakes and ponds clean for the plants and animals within.  We also explored mold and saw how it breaks
down food over time.  In groups, students designed experiments to test how their single chosen variable

(adding sugar, salt, vinegar, or leaving the food in a dark closet) impeded or
accelerated the growth of mold as compared to a basic, unaltered experiment.
Though the “mold terrariums” were carefully sealed off, there were few
disappointed to finally toss them out after nearly two weeks!
In the next week, our class will transition back into regular social studies
instruction, exploring what North America and its people were like when
explorers began arriving in the 1500s.  We will also learn about some of the
most important people who shaped the early United States.
With many students involved in the TREP$ marketplace and the school’s Winter
Concert, December is sure to be an exciting, fast-moving month, and we look
forward to catching you up in the January Wildcat!

Sixth Grade
In November, we completed Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's
Stone and have just begun C.S. Lewis’ The Lion, The Witch, and
The Wardrobe.  We began by learning about the setting of the
story:  children evacuated from London during the Blitz.  The
sixth graders spent some time exploring the BBC website on
World War II, including primary sources such as photos and
first-person memoirs from people who were evacuated as
children from London during the bombings.  Once we had
completed that, we were ready to begin our novel!  Our
adventures with Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy should take us
into the middle of December when we will focus on some short
stories and fun holiday activities.
In social studies, we have been learning about Ancient Greece.  As part of that, we have been learning
about the Greek Pantheon. .  Each student chose a different god or goddess to research.  They created
presentations in Google slides and presented them to their classmates..  We should finish up Ancient
Greece right around winter break, giving us a fresh start on Rome in January.

We continued our math journey this month by working on ratios in a variety of ways.  We have been
making circle graphs (pie charts) and creating ratios to convert the percentages to numbers, and the
numbers to percentages of the circle.  As a byproduct, we are also learning how to use a compass and a
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protractor.  Meanwhile, in science, we have just about finished up the unit on
interaction of Organisms with our invasive species project.  Once we present
these, we will be moving on to Biodiversity in Ecosystems.

Join the PTA
● Our PTA is a wonderful organization that works in conjunction with

the school to provide students with enriching opportunities that could not
happen without its support.  Field trips, assemblies, family events, supplies,
and equipment are just a few of the many ways that our PTA supports the
children of Lebanon Borough.  Please be sure to join the PTA!  The
Membership Form can be found on the PTA page of our district website.
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