
Dr. Arcurio’s Corner
It is hard to believe that we are more than halfway

through the
school year now!
Our staff and
students have
been continuing
to work hard
through the
winter to
continually strive
for improvement.

During the
months of January and February, our children learn
about the experiences that inspired greatness in people
like Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., George Washington,
and Abraham Lincoln.  With Presidents’ Day and Black
History Month upon us it is a wonderful opportunity to
have discussions with children about how our
circumstances (and experiences) can lead us to greatness.  We don’t always seek out a path, sometimes
we are thrust into it and our actions speak for us.  We know that all of our children possess greatness,
whether it is in academics, sports, compassion, kindness, public speaking, or even sense of humor.   We
work to provide experiences that help all children find their greatness.  It usually starts with finding what
they enjoy.  Who knows what they will achieve in the future?

Believe it or not, we are already planning for the next school year.  One of the first ways we do this is to
enroll our youngest Wildcats as early as possible. If you have a preschool or kindergarten-age child,

please see the flyers below for information about registration. Also,
if you know anyone in town with young children, please have them
check out the district website to find these flyers and additional
registration information.  The preschool flyer has specific dates for
registrations, while kindergarten registration is all year long.
Preschool Registration Flyer
Kindergarten Registration Flyer

As always, thank you for your continued support!

Better Together,
Bruce Arcurio Ed.D.
Superintendent
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https://www.lebanonschool.org/accnt_375675/site_375676/Documents/Preschool-Registration.pdf
https://www.lebanonschool.org/accnt_375675/site_375676/Documents/Kindergarten-Registration.pdf


YMCA Before/After Care
● Registration

Health Office…
Bully-Free Zone: As we go into February, the students will continue learning about Fairness. Fairness
includes: Playing by the rules

Being open-minded, Listening to others
Not taking advantage of others
Not blaming others carelessly

Please encourage your child to treat others equally regardless of their ideas, opinions, or moral
standards. Let’s all be better together!

Nurse’s News: Recess: Students go outside every day for recess, if weather permits, for fresh air and
exercise. Please send your children to school with the appropriate attire depending on the weather.
Coats, layered sweatshirts, and accessories like hats, gloves, scarves, and boots are a must to protect
students from the cold and wind. If it is a gym day don't forget to pack their sneakers into their
backpacks to change into later.

NJ Parent Link, www.njparentlink.nj.gov is the State of New Jersey's Early Childhood, Parenting and
Professional Resource Center. The focus of NJ Parent Link is to meet the information and resource
needs of expectant parents, families with young children (newborns to children entering kindergarten),
and professional stakeholders vested in the health & well-being of New Jersey's
children & families. Parenting and support resources for families with older
children, school-aged to young adulthood, are also available.

Safety Patroller of the Month
Safety Patroller for the Month of January:  Elisa Ceku. Congratulations! You have
continuously shown kindness, and respect and come to post with a positive
attitude. Elisa’s positive attitude sets a great example for our students at LBS.
Keep up the great work and continue to be your best! Congratulations!

Art
This month many of the classes explored clay in some way or another.

Kindergarten and first-grade students are very excited to take home their
ceramic pouches. These pouches are functional and can be used to hold
flowers in water or a few pens or even candy canes. The possibilities are
endless. They also began drawing the human figure in
their Pledge of Allegiance drawings. This is a longer
project which will probably take most of next month.

Grades 4 through 6 spent three full art classes hand-building their fish. During this
process, they learned the importance of properly storing moist clay and how
rewarding it is to take your time and try your best. They have a long drawing
project coming up as well. Aaron Meshon is a super fun illustrator who will
inspire us for our next work. We’re watching cityscapes come to life as students in
second and third grade personify the buildings. They are having a lot of fun
making silly faces but also showing depth in their drawings by overlapping shapes
and creating a foreground, middle-ground, and background. Multiple media will be used to finish these
drawings next month.
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New artwork is being shared through Artsonia all the time. You’ll receive email notifications
when something new is posted. Take a look and invite your extended family to view it too! I’m so proud
of all they’ve created already this year.

Enrichment/Media/Technology
We have had a busy January. We started off the year with the story, Ish. This
story is heartwarming and shows that we shouldn't be so hard on ourselves when
creating. It's about having fun, enjoying the process and not being so critical!
After reading, classes completed a listening task that was a mystery drawing. It
was supposed to be a snowman but most came out snowman-ish. Students were
very good sports about how their creations turned out.
Classes have been also working, talking, brainstorming, and discussing what
Engineers do. We have learned what constraints and criteria are in a project or
assignment and have been practicing how to succeed when they are part of our
challenges. Creating a snowman with strict criteria and constraints was a lot of
fun! Could you make a 12-inch snowman stand on its own out of 6 sheets of

paper, 4 piper cleaners, and tape?  Congratulations to those that really thought outside the box and
achieved this!  All classes then enjoyed the story, A Sled for Gabo. We used slopes and Legos to create
sleds that met specific criteria when going down the hill. The students were not only showing off their
engineering minds but their creativity as well!
We have worked with coding and combining our knowledge of sequencing,
loops, and functions to clean up a dirty beach in kodable.com.
Looking forward, k-3rd graders will be learning about Wilson Bentley, the
man who photographed snowflakes and discovered that there are no two alike!
We will then create snowflakes according to the patterns he has found. The
trick will be following the patterns but making sure they are unique. And of
course, there will be constraints and criteria! Fourth through sixth grade will
be working with some interesting 40 min challenges that will test their ability
to plan, test, and assess, again with those fun constraints and criteria!

AT
We have kicked off the year with a fun unit called the Lego Skyscraper
Challenge! Students have learned about skyscrapers, how they are made and
how they are made safely. Then, in teams, students build the tallest and
sturdiest skyscraper they could in the time given with Legos. The extra challenge will be improving our
design to withstand earthquakes or the Mrs. Lawn earthquake simulator. We will learn how the engineers
prepare for this and then adjust our creations/designs!

Music
Our general music classes
have been focusing on
literacy this month.  Our
lower grades performed
songs on their personal
percussion kits while
following a listening map
for Haydn’s “Surprise”
Symphony. We also

learned about Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf.  Through Peter and the Wolf, we have been exploring the
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https://www.artsonia.com/schools/school.asp?id=57254
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families of instruments and using our imaginations to determine the characters’ actions and feelings
throughout the piece.  We also followed a listening map to guide us through the story and instrument
changes.  The upper grades have been using the rhythm pyramid to help with note/rest value
relationships and to compose rhythms in a variety of time signatures.  The third-grade students have
been focusing on reading pitches on the treble clef staff to prepare for
their recorders later in February.

This month, our 4th Grade Beginner Band began their repertoire to
perform in their first concert this spring.  We are very excited to put
these songs together.  Now that we are confident in playing our first 6
pitches, we realized how many songs we can quickly read and play
just by mixing up the order of the pitches.  Our 5th and 6th-grade
Band began two of their spring concert pieces.  We voted on a
selection of songs to help keep our repertoire challenging and varied
in style and looked for contrast in the pieces.  We have some really
exciting songs in the works for our spring concert!  Next month, we
will really be dissecting the repertoire and working through one
section at a time in order to begin piecing it together.

Physical Education/Health
This January in PE we practiced hand-striking games. The activities we practiced included 4 Square,
table ball, Gaga Ball, and volleyball. I also created a fun balloon version of 4 Square for K through 2nd
grade (4 Square Balloon Bash). We had a lot of fun with these games and activities.  PRe-K continued to

work on building on their motor skills and practiced striking
balloons as well.  Health in January focused on the effects of
Tobacco\Vaping and Alcohol & Drug use.  5th grade created
anti-posters on the topics of their choosing. February PE will begin
practicing striking with an implement.  This will consist of games
using badminton rackets, pickleball paddles, hockey sticks, etc.
Health will focus on the body system and its functions.

Spanish
¡Exciting enero!  In January, we learned about a holiday
celebrated in some Spanish-speaking countries called El
Dia de los Tres Reyes (Three Kings Day).  This holiday is
celebrated on January 5-6, and celebrates the Three Magi
Kings bringing gifts to the Baby Jesus.  Students learned
about the tradition of leaving out shoes instead of stocking
for treats from the Three Kings, and the ROSCÓN DE

REYES, which is a special cake-like bread eaten at this special time.
Students also learned about the tradition of eating Doce Uvas (12 Grapes) at midnight to
celebrate the New Year, and made a beautiful tree listing their deseos (wishes) for the
New Year.  We are hoping for a happy and healthy DOS MIL VEINTE TRES (2023!)

Preschool
AM: This month in preschool we learned about winter and started our clothing unit.  We continue to
move through our handwriting without tears program learning letters, numbers, and shapes.  We
completed our mid-year assessments and enjoyed a lot of inside playtimes.  In February we will

Better Together! 4



celebrate valentine's day and learn about
including everyone, we will start our wheels
unit and transition to a new teacher when
Mrs. Farrell leaves.

PM: This month in preschool we learned
about winter, snowmen, and winter animals
and started our community helpers unit.  In

February we will celebrate valentine's day and learn about including
everyone and continue our community helpers unit.  We will continue to move through
our handwriting without tears program learning letters, numbers, and shapes, and transition to a new
teacher when Mrs. Farrell leaves.

Kindergarten
This month in reading the kindergarten class has been learning about exercise and why it is important.
We are reading poems and persuasive texts about exercising.  We are working on reading and writing
words from the “e” word families. We are continuing to build our sight word
vocabulary. We recently began a new “sight word challenge” where the
students can move along at their own pace and learn as many words as they
are ready to learn. We continue to work each week on multiple phonics
sounds to help us blend and read more words. We are also learning to include
adjectives in our writing. They are continuing to write in our journals. Next
month we will learn more about folktales and fairy tales we will also learn
about verbs.
This month in science, we have been learning all about the weather. We are
able to recognize the different types of storms and various weather conditions.

We are learning what we need to wear for
each type of weather. We have also been
learning about the circle of seasons and the
weather patterns for our seasons here in
New Jersey. Next month, in science, we will finish our unit on seasons
with a lesson about why birds lay eggs in the spring.
In math, we completed our module focusing on count sequence to
count to 100. We are currently working on comparing numbers within
100. In our next module we will focus on adding and subtracting
within 10. We have been writing numbers to one hundred and getting
excited to celebrate our 100th day of school soon!
The kindergarten class has also been learning about the Chinese New
Year! The students are learning about the culture including customs,

language, clothing, and foods. We are also making projects, doing Chinese math tangram puzzles, and
listening to folktale stories about China to help us learn about the traditions during the Chinese New
Year. We are also looking forward to celebrating Groundhogs Day this week with our six grade friends.
Gung Hay Fat Choy! (Happy New Year!)

First Grade
We have been taking advantage of our small class size to team up with some of the other classrooms!
1st grade enjoyed some science lessons about the sun and moon with 5th grade.  The 1st grade taught the
3rd graders about “kindness compliments”, and we wrote nice compliments to each other.  We talked
about how kindness should happen all the time, not just on special occasions like Valentine’s Day!
Finally, we had fun playing some games with the 2nd grade.  We played Sight Word battleship, and
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some exciting addition and subtraction games.  Take a look at
our pictures of us teaming up with the older students!
In math, we’ve learned how to solve word problems where
one number is missing, or the beginning total is missing by
using visual models, pictures, and drawings.  Now, we will
move on to solving “How many more” and “How many
fewer” subtraction word problems.  Lastly, we continue to
memorize our addition and subtraction facts.
In reading, we continue to read fables and poems.  We’ve
read some popular fables such as The Cow and the Tiger and
The Clever Monkey, and The Ant and the Grasshopper. The
students also learned about procedural writing during our
“How-to” writing unit.  The students wrote about how to
brush their teeth, make popcorn, make chocolate milk, and
make a parachute.  We continue to practice our independent
reading every day and use the strategies we’ve learned to
decode words and comprehend new text.    In the weeks to come, the students will learn about opinion
writing and how to state their opinion and include reasons and a conclusion.
In social studies, we learned about the importance of Martin Luther King Jr and the incredible impact he
had on the Civil Rights Movement.  Now, we will move on to our Maps & Globes unit.  In science, we
continue to learn about animal adaptations.  We’ve learned that some birds have beaks to pick out food,
while other birds have beaks like a fishing net to scoop their food.  Additionally, we’ve learned about
how animal parents protect their young and how to survive on their own.  In the weeks to come, we will
learn about how some animals use camouflage, and why some family members look alike.  Thanks for
stopping by and we look forward to February!

Second Grade
This past month in second grade has been a whirlwind! Coming back from winter break is always a
challenge, but it is not one that this class can’t push through! We are officially halfway through the
school year, and have made it far in our learning!

In English Language Arts, we have spent this month learning about
different types of legends, fables, and folktales. We are able to identify what
is the difference between all three, and why they are important to different
cultures. So far, our favorite story has been two folktale versions of
Cinderella! We’ve enjoyed comparing them to the Cinderella story that we
know, and pointing out the differences as well. In Math, we learned all about
coins, and bills, and have begun our learning about digital and analog clocks,
and how to use them to tell time. During Social Studies time, we have
continued to learn all about the different types of maps, how to read them,
and when to use them. We have learned a lot about different types of
landforms as well. During Science, we held fun experiments to help us
understand erosion and how it affects the Earth all around us. We also paired
with the first-grade class to share and play different games as one big group!

We are looking forward to a fun February! We will celebrate Valentine’s
Day and the 100th day of school, and continue all of our important learning!

Third Grade
Third grade students have had a busy New Year!  We spent quality time reading, learning, and
discussing Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s life and mission of equality. We read about his early years and
how difficult times as a child helped to steer his adult life. We learned how people can come together to
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make BIG changes in rules and laws. Our character education this month has focused on fairness. We
have also worked with the concept of tolerance, equality, and what makes
someone a true hero. All of these things made for some very good

classroom discussions. In writing,
we wrote a biography poem to Dr.
King and are continuing with our
historical fiction sagas! In Science,
we learned about the most
dangerous animal alive- the
mosquito. We focused on life
cycles and how to keep a mosquito
population under control. We also
learned how to take notes and
paraphrase for a research writing
project investigating animal and
plant relationships showing interdependence. In math, we are

learning how to work through two-step word problems with the four operations, and it takes resilience!
We learned how to solve for area and perimeter and compare linear figures. I’m proud of the efforts of
the third graders! We’re also learning how visual models are key to understanding multiple statements of
data within a problem. We’re looking forward to our 100th Day in February!!

Fourth Grade
Currently we are reading a historical fiction novel, I Survived The
American Revolution, 1776 by Lauren Tarshis.  It is eye-opening to find
out what our founding fathers went through to establish our country. The
children were amazed and surprised they were able to win under the
conditions the colonists fought in.
In Writing, we are continuing to answer questions using a R.A.C.E.
response strategy- Restate, Answer, Cite, Explain, which is a mnemonic
device that helps the children include all parts of an answer to a
question.

Over the last month, we have been working on learning 2-digit times
2-digit multiplication in math! Then we jumped right into the next
module which was focusing on using multiplication to solve for
areas.  We now know how to find the area of irregular shapes as well.
In Social Studies we have been learning about the various landforms
that make up our country.  The children were shocked to know that
we have such varying climates and types of land in our country.  In
our next unit we will be diving deeper into the 5 regions of the US.
One of our favorite activities is to have a “Mystery Meet, ” we have

been talking to another class via zoom or Google Meet. We play 20 questions, asking yes or no
questions to figure out where they go to school. This also helps us learn the geography of the US as well.
For example: Does your state have 2 words in it? Are you in the Eastern time zone? Is your state on the
coast?
Last week we were excited because it was the first one where we “won”, we figured out their state first!
We will continue to have these throughout the year. At the end of the meeting, once locations are
revealed by both classes,  we share where we live and answer questions about our area.
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We are also actively watching the Duke
Farms Eagle Cam that has 2 eggs in the nest.
They should be hatching mid-February.
In Wingman this month, we worked on
using teamwork to play a few games
SILENTLY! We were dealt cards that we
couldn’t see, and we worked together to put

the cards in order.  The children came up with codes and hand signals to communicate.

Fifth Grade
As a part of our Spaceship Earth science unit, we’ve learned a lot about how our clock and our calendar
are linked to the sky.  A month, for instance, comes from the word month, or the 28-day cycle the Moon
takes to grow full, before dissolving into a crescent and disappearing from the sky.  It’s hard to believe
that January 2023, like the New Moon, has come and gone so quickly!
It’s been an exciting month, headlined by a number of hands-on outer space activities in science class.
The class used flashlights to demonstrate the phases of the Moon and determine what the Sun looks like
on other planets and measured the height of our jumps to figure out how high we could leap on other
planets.  We’ve built a universe inside a box to model when and why we see certain constellations in the
night sky.  We worked with the first-grade class to spin around and show why we experience day and
night.  (We were thrilled to be invited into their room to explore the reasons for the many different types
of bird beaks we see in nature!)   We hope everyone looks up in wonder at the night sky to marvel at
what you can see and think carefully about how it all works.
We are just finishing up the Newbery Medal-winning novel Number the Stars, an inspiring and often
harrowing work of historical fiction set in German-occupied Denmark during the Second World War.
Students have been eager to learn about the historical context of the era.  Our class has come to
appreciate the sobering reality of what life was like during the war and taken note of the heroism shown
by so many everyday people of the time.  We’ve explored sites like Tivioli, learned about Hans Christian
Anderson, and a few students have even set out to teach themselves some Danish!   As we read together,
we’ve had some engaging class discussions, all while practicing important skills like analyzing
characters, setting, and theme.

Fifth graders writers are hard at work on their first full opinion essay. Students are combining
research with their own experiences to finally answer the question: Are video games beneficial or
harmful? We’ve been practicing going into research material and extracting helpful statistics,
quotations, facts, and examples to try and help the biggest opponents of video games or the most avid
gamers to see things their way, even just a little!

In math class, fifth grade is continuing to focus on fractions.  After exploring what it means to
add and subtract fractions, students have been making models and developing strategies to understand
what is happening when two fractions (and mixed numbers) are multiplied.  By the end of February, we
should be working with and converting standard units of measurement and operations involving
decimals.   Having students keep a bank book or tally up receipts is a great way
to help them get ready to work with decimals in a meaningful way!

Sixth Grade
January has moved along with unaccustomed speed this year! The 6th graders
and I were shocked to find ourselves in February already.  In January we
started our 4th novel, Elijah of Buxton, and now find ourselves about halfway
through.  This is a wonderful story that ties together the threads of the
Underground Railroad, slavery, and freedom with the coming of age of the title
character, Elijah.  The story started slowly, but by now, everyone was invested in the story of Elijah,
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Cooter, Mr. Leroy, and Old Flapjack!  Ask your student about it!  When we finish this, we will begin
prep work for our next novel, The Boy in the Striped Pajamas.
We are flying through our math book this year…or so it seems.  With each module encompassing only
3-4 lessons, it feels like we have a test every other week.  The students don't seem to mind, too much.
They are a very good math group!
In science, we completed our unit on biodiversity in ecosystems.  Each student has also been assigned a
biome to research and write a report on, primarily at home, although we have had some research time in
class.  They will further extend this topic by creating a model of their biome to share with the class.  In
the meantime, we have moved on to some fun Force and Motion STEM activities in the classroom

In history, we have just finished Ancient Rome and are studying for our unit test on Wednesday.  We
will then move on to a short unit on five major religions:  Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam.  Understanding these three religions will help the students better understand our next unit on
Medieval Europe, as well as many current events happening today.

Join the PTA
● Our PTA is a wonderful organization that works in conjunction with the school to provide

students with enriching opportunities that could not happen without its support.  Field trips,
assemblies, family events, supplies, and equipment are just a few of the many ways that our PTA
supports the children of Lebanon Borough.  Please be sure to join the PTA!  The Membership
Form can be found on the PTA page of our district website.
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