
Dr. Arcurio’s Corner
Happy New Year! We have entered 2023 and it is going
to be another great year of learning and growing in the
Lebanon Borough community. During this time we
often reflect upon the successes and struggles of the
previous year and resolve to make changes in the year
ahead. I would like to encourage everyone to take a
different view of this process for 2023. It is certainly
worthwhile to review the previous year; however, I
would simply ask that we encourage our children to
form habits that will lead to success. If each child
identifies and actualizes three habits that can increase
success in any meaningful areas of their lives they will
be on a solid road to personal growth. Sometimes we
look for perfection at this time of year when we should
be encouraging and celebrating progress.
As parents, we are always looking for information to
help us in the difficult job of raising children. As I
mentioned above we need to focus on progress, not
perfection. I encourage everyone to check out some of
the resources on Cybraryman.com’s website related to Learning From Mistakes. There are some
wonderful articles, videos, and TED talks that provide ideas and strategies for supporting children so
that they develop resilience in the face of adversity.
As we move to 2023, I look forward to learning and growing with the students and staff at LBS.  In the

next months, we will work to develop our approach to
the new Health and Physical Education standards.
This will be shared with the community for feedback
that will be incorporated moving forward.
Additionally, we look forward to our students learning
in our new music room. After our wonderful winter
concert and show, I am thrilled our music program
will have a dedicated home!

As always, thank you for your continued support!

Better Together,
Bruce Arcurio Ed.D.
Superintendent
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YMCA Before/After Care
● Registration

Health Office…
Bully-Free Zone: During the month of December, our character trait was Caring. Our focus as a school
community was of kindness, compassion, gratitude, forgiveness and helping people in need. For the
months of January and February our character trait will be FAIRNESS. The students will focus on
treating individuals equally regardless of their ideas, opinions or moral standards.

Nurse’s News: The weather is getting colder and heaters are being turned up. In order to prevent
exposure to carbon monoxide, remember to make sure your furnace is in good working order and
serviced regularly. Also, check to make sure your carbon monoxide (CO) detectors are in working order.
Please check the following link for the facts on carbon monoxide. It’s important to know the signs and
symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning.
https://www.nj.gov/health/ceohs/documents/ceohs%20content/CO_poisoning_homeowners2021_May_2
021.pdf (English Version)
https://www.nj.gov/health/ceohs/documents/ceohs%20content/CO_poisoning_homeowners_sp.pdf
(Spanish Version)

How can you tell if it’s a COLD or FLU?

Art

The kindergarteners and first graders completed their Matisse-inspired portraits
and were able to try using clay for the first time this year. They made small
pouches that are adorned with spiral coils. Kindergarten had a chance to make
some watercolored mittens as well. In January they’ll have a chance to glaze their
ceramic pouches, try found object printmaking, and more. The second and third
graders cupcakes are so special. Everyone’s weaving is off of their loom. Phew!

Collectively, they tied a whole lot of knots! In January, they will learn about James Rizzi and start
drawing some really silly cityscapes. The fourth through sixth grades had multiple days of printmaking.
They even tried making rainbows prints and made some really surprising discoveries. In January, they’ll
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be jumping in with a ceramic project that takes multiple
classes. They’ll master how to store projects from class to
class and how to finish their work with more finesse. This
means gaining a better understanding of how to work with
clay at different stages of dryness.
New artwork is being shared through Artsonia all the time.
You’ll receive email notifications when something new is

posted. Take a look and invite your extended family to view it too! I’m so proud
of all they’ve created already this year.

Enrichment/Media/Technology
December went by in a blur! The highlight was the special visit by new
local author Lindsey Stanfield. We loved hearing not only about her
inspiration for her characters and book but also about the process and
collaboration with an illustrator. We were given some insider secrets and
some sneak peeks of what’s to come from the author!  The students were
great listeners and participants. After creating digital illustrations
ourselves, the upper grades had a good foundation
We all participated in December’s hour of code!

Students all have logins to Kodable.com. This is a great website for learning and
using all things code. The older students also use code.org. Ask them about
sequences, conditions, loops, and even functions!
Lastly, we read and compared various Gingerbread Man stories and fracture tales.
We then asked ourselves how we can help the gingerbread man across the river so
he doesn’t need “help” from the fox. We then created using limited objects (
gumdrops and toothpicks). It was a sticky situation!

Music
The students of LBS put on an amazing performance of
“December ‘Round the World” this month! I was so incredibly proud of everyone and it
was so nice to see the amount of support from family and friends in the audience!
Leading up to the performance, students worked to perfect their melodies, harmonies,
choreography, follow cues, and more during rehearsals. Students were frequently asked
to evaluate their performances using their new music vocabulary words and discussed

ways to improve their performance when needed. Emphasis was placed on tone, balance, dynamics,
rhythm, intonation, and diction.
The beginner band expanded their range to 6 pitches which has
opened up a variety of new songs that they will be able to play!
In percussion, we have also learned the first few rudiments and
have been focusing on keeping the beat steady for our band. We
are now able to play a large variety of songs as a group with our
new knowledge. Our 5th and 6th-grade band members also
played beautifully in their December performance of "Santa’s
Angry Elves" and "Cardiff Castle." During lessons next month,
we will be discussing key signatures and their related scales. We
will also be continuing scale work during January in order to
expand our range and reading knowledge.

Once we are back from vacation, we will be working on our music literacy unit across all grade levels
with an emphasis on reading rhythms.  This will help prepare students for an upcoming percussion unit
and the 3rd-grade recorder unit which they are all very anxious to begin!
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Physical Education/Health
The Holidays are upon us and I’m sure everyone is excited.  In
PE this month participated in a number of participation games
and activities that were holiday and winter themed. We also
broke out the jump ropes. The kids did a great job of building
on this difficult skill. Below are a couple of pictures of the little
ones who build PE snowmen out of our gym equipment and an
advancing jump roper. In January we will practice
hand-striking games and activities to strengthen our hand-eye
coordination. The health unit will focus on Tobacco, Vaping,
Alcohol, and Drug Awareness and our Fairness character trait.

Spanish
¡Dynamite diciembre!  As we look back on 2022, we can see how
much Spanish we have learned this school year! Kindergarteners have
been learning letters in Spanish and were able to play a Bingo game

entirely in Spanish!  Grades 1, 2, and 3
are using Spanish direction words, and
played a game called Izquierda, Centro,
Derecha (Left, Center, Right) in Spanish.
We practiced which way to pass our chips
on each roll!  Grade 4 has been demonstrating their comprehension of
questions about likes and dislikes through question-and-answer activities.
La Bonita Sara has been a good chant to use, incorporating all of our
vocabulary.  Grades 5-6 performed a skit based on their graphic novel, La

Lucha de la Limonada.  We filmed and watched our masterpieces together, making sure we noted great
pronunciation as well as great acting.  We will definitely do more skits in 2023!

Preschool
AM: In December Preschool finished our unit on trees, learned about
hibernation, holidays that happen this time of year, and gingerbread.
We made gingerbread men and decorated them, we continued to learn
letters, numbers, and shapes and worked on sorting and patterning.

We used letters to sort by color.  We welcomed Ms. Petty into
our room as a new assistant, and have been enjoying
show-and-tell days.   We enjoyed meeting a real author in
person, she read us her book.  In January, we will learn about
winter, and snowmen and start our clothing unit!

PM: In December, we learned about dinosaurs,
hibernation, gingerbread, and all the different
holidays that happen this time of year.  We put a
small egg in water and watched/recorded it
hatching over the week, we practiced and
participated in the winter show with the whole
school.  We made and decorated gingerbread
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shapes!  We continued to write in our journals, and learn letters, numbers, and patterns.  In January we
will talk about a lot of winter things; winter, snowmen, winter animals and begin our community helpers
unit.

Kindergarten
This month in kindergarten the class learned about winter holidays and how they
are celebrated. We discussed the traditions that take place during the holidays of
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and Diwali. They also learned how Christmas is
celebrated in other countries. For example, in Sweden, they celebrate St. Lucia
Day on December 12, before Christmas. We also discussed how New Years is
celebrated. We read a variety of holiday stories and made many projects.
In reading, we have been learning about how living things get what they need.
We read informational texts about migration and hibernation. They also read

about how bees make honey. We are working on rhyming and reading and writing words in word
families. The class is learning to recognize the main idea and details in a text. We are continuing to build
our sight word vocabulary and we are working each week on multiple phonics sounds to help us blend
and read more words. We are also learning to recognize adjectives. Next month, the class will be
learning to include adjectives in their writing. We will also be reading and writing about snowmen and
working to describe their snowmen using adjectives.
In science, we have been learning about what plants need to survive. We
learned about the different climates where plants grow best. Next month in
science, we will be learning about the seasons. We will learn how animals
survive in cold winter weather. We will learn about polar animals and their
adaptations and behaviors for survival.
In math, we completed our module focusing on representing addition and
subtraction within 5 using objects and drawings.  In our next module, we
will be working on representing numbers 6 to 10 with objects and with a
written numeral.

First Grade
First grade has been very busy during the holiday season!  Did you
know that Salvadorans celebrate three kings day during
Christmastime?  Or that Inti Raymi is an ancestral celebration that
celebrates the shortest day of the year?   We’ve learned lots of
interesting facts during our Holidays Around the World unit in
Social Studies.  We’ve learned about the holiday traditions of our
classmates and have enjoyed visiting the countries that are
important to their families.  We’ve “visited” Greece, France, Peru,
Italy, Japan, Poland, and El Salvador.  In January, we will move on
to our Maps & Globes unit.  In Science, we will begin our Animal
Superpowers unit, where the students will explore how the
external characteristics of animals are essential to their survival.
In math, we’ve been learning how to represent addition word

problems with objects and drawings  We’ve also been receiving how to quickly locate numbers, and add/
subtract using the 120-chart.  In January, we will learn how to solve “Put together and Take Apart
problems” using visual models, pictures, and drawings.  Lastly, we continue to memorize our addition
and subtraction facts.
In reading, we’ve learned that fables are stories that teach lessons and often have animals as characters.
In January, we will study folktales and poetry.  The students will also begin their “How-to” writing,
where they will teach us how to do something in their writing by using transition words such as first,
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next, then, and finally.  As always, we will continue memorizing our high-frequency words and learning
new spelling patterns!
We hope everyone has a happy holiday!  See you next year!

Second Grade
December has come and gone in the blink of an eye, and what a month it has been! We have done so
much learning in second grade, and the class has come so far since September- I am so proud of their
progress!
In reading and writing, we finished our second large unit where we learned all about informational texts,
poems, and fiction stories. We completed a research project on tree bark, and learned how to write a
complete paragraph using complete sentences, correct punctuation,
and transitional words! We spent a lot of time learning how to use all
the resources available to us so that we could write a well-informed
paragraph to share our knowledge with each other.
In math, we have become experts in counting by fives, tens, and
hundreds and know how to use that information to help us solve
multi-step word problems. We will continue to practice this while we
learn all about money and time when we return to school in January!
In social studies, we have been learning about how to read maps, and
what different symbols on map keys mean. We created our own
“treasure” maps and had so much fun while doing so. We also learned about Hanukkah, Christmas, and
Kwanzaa and what those holidays mean to different people, and what their culture is like as well. We
will continue to learn about maps when we return to school, as well as start our animal kingdoms unit.
We also got to experience many fun things outside of academics, like our winter concert and our first
taste of snow for the season! January will be a packed month, but the past few weeks have prepared us
for everything we have yet to learn in second grade. Have a wonderful break and a happy holiday!

Third Grade
The year is coming to a quick close but we were able to sneak in some fun learning activities during this
very festive month. We learned how to do the “Winter Pokey '' as part of our December Poems, and
participated in the almost-annual winter-person craft! In math, we flew through division concepts (since
we are such great multipliers!) and have been estimating sums and differences with great success. We
are learning to expand numbers to add and subtract quickly and accurately. We’re learning to estimate
for “reasonableness”.  In the New Year, we will learn perimeter, begin graphing, and tell time. In science
we worked with different animals’ life cycles and compared and contrasted their lives to our own
timeline of life. We finished our second Reading Unit that focused on persuasive debates and
informational text. We read a few stories supporting and dissuading the concept of wolves living in
Yellowstone National Park. We also learned how to take notes and paraphrase for a research project,
which will continue in January. We will investigate animal and plant relationships showing
interdependence within habitats. In writing, we concluded a month-long “How To” essay with
easy-to-follow steps and descriptions. We also identified and used prepositions to form poems with
beautiful descriptive prepositional phrases. In social studies, we learned about communities around the
world and learned things that help to shape communities. Our character education led us to kindness acts
all month including writing thank you cards to administrative staff. We also challenged ourselves with
small kind acts each day for one another. We look forward to our holiday break and a healthy New Year
in 2022.

Fourth Grade
During the month of December we have been practicing our long-division skills in math.  The children
were so proud of themselves when they learned how to do it “their parents' way” after learning multiple

Better Together! 6



alternate ways to complete the long division last module.   Some of the ways
were using area models, repeated subtraction, and using partial quotients.
When we return from break we will be learning how to multiply 2-digit
numbers by 2-digit numbers. We have also been stressing that organization
and neatness are extremely important in long division which will carry over
into the multiplication of multi-digit numbers.
We enjoyed practicing and performing in the Holiday concert last week!

In reading we discussed two stories that ask the question- How do living things adapt to the world
around them? So far we learned that Feathers: Not Just for Flying, have many other uses for birds, and
Animal Mimics, animals mimic other animals as a defense mechanism.  Next, we will continue to look

for answers to our essential question by reading about what ways
living things depend on each other and how adaptations make animals
unique.

Our writing project this month was based on December holiday
traditions.   We also created fictional stories about being trapped in a
snow globe.  These stories really brought out the children’s creative
juices. Once the writing was complete they created a visual of their
story snowglobe.  This week we were also visited by Lindsey
Stansfield who is one of the authors of Sadsquatch. The children
learned about her inspiration and the process of being an author.

Fifth Grade
From the TREP$ Marketplace to the Winter band concert and school play, December has been a
fast-moving, jam-packed month for the fifth grade here at LBS.
There’s an old joke that five out of every four people have a hard time understanding fractions, but five
out of five fifth graders are doing fantastically!  Using virtual fraction strips, students have been working
to see how different fractions fit together and relate to one another.  As we move on to adding and
subtracting fractions, this work helps students not just to find the correct answer but to visualize what
their answers represent.  Moving forward, we’ll toss in improper fractions and mixed numbers and begin
to tackle the multiplication and division of fractions as well.
In reading, we’ve continued working with different genres.  We’ve read portions of the harrowing
survival tale Hatchet and wrote an essay about how and why authors select a certain point of view for
their story.  In A Place for Frogs and Far From Shore, we’ve encountered encouraging pieces on the
many ways humans are working to help save frogs and sealife from environmental challenges.
Students have also been writing their own informational texts on a topic of their choosing.  Students are
researching and writing about everything from the world of modern-day Japan, to crayfish, to the New
York Giants run to the Superbowl over the New England Patriots in 2007.  When we return in January,
students will be polishing up their drafts and adding text features that make their topic and writing stand
out even more.  And after enjoying the humorous mystery Bunnicula, we will also move into our second
novel study.
In social studies, we have been learning about the many Native American peoples of our continent –
their achievements, culture, and relationship with the land – as they were living upon the arrival of
European explorers in the fifteenth century.  By mid-January, we will pivot back to science instruction
with the ‘Spaceship Earth!’ unit in the MysteryScience program.  Using our background knowledge and
some sharp reasoning, we will answer questions like: “How fast does the Earth spin?” and “Who set the
first clock?”  The unit gives us many hands-on activities to try, and the dark skies throughout the month
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gives everyone a chance to go out and view the planets, constellations, and celestial events we will learn
about in class.  Everyone is encouraged to brave the cold and spend some time exploring the skies!

Sixth Grade
December is always a short, but busy, month. Our musical was a smash hit, with
all the 6th graders turning in terrific performances.  I was proud of the effort they
put into it!   In spite of all the extra rehearsals, the 6th graders still managed to
complete a literature study on The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, as well as
another math chapter (This class is very focused on math!).
We have also nearly completed our Biodiversity And Interaction of Organisms
unit in science, including a fun

experiment on global warming.  We completed our history
unit on Ancient Greece with a final assessment for which, I
felt, they studied well.  In the new year, we will begin a
research project on biomes/ecosystems and the effect climate
change is having on the world.  We will begin to learn about
the Roman Empire in history, and  preview a new literature
study designed to coincide with Black History Month!  It
looks like January will be another busy month in 6th grade!

Join the PTA
● Our PTA is a wonderful organization that works in conjunction with the school to provide

students with enriching opportunities that could not happen without its support.  Field trips,
assemblies, family events, supplies, and equipment are just a few of the many ways that our PTA
supports the children of Lebanon Borough.  Please be sure to join the PTA!  The Membership
Form can be found on the PTA page of our district website.

Concert Pictures Next Page!

Better Together! 8

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18Hp1tc7KQFAgPuOqomWo5BteLdwiVII-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18Hp1tc7KQFAgPuOqomWo5BteLdwiVII-/view?usp=sharing


Better Together! 9


