
Dr. Arcurio’s Corner
Greetings!  As we begin the transition from Winter to
Spring, we are excited about the field trips, assemblies,
school events, and performances in the coming months.  We
are also excited about our new music room!  While many
districts are cutting the arts to address budget shortfalls, at
Lebanon Borough School we have worked hard to manage
resources and recent grants to affirm and expand our
commitment to the arts by converting our unused kitchen
space into a music room for all students to enjoy.
LBS is proud to offer general music classes in grades
preschool through six and instrumental music instruction in
grades 4-6 with band opportunities for all three grades.
Under the direction of Mrs. Schaefer, our music program has
flourished. Even when we had to offer music virtually due to
Covid, our musical groups were able to create virtual
performances that were shared with families. Our recent
performances since last spring have been live and in person.
Although it has taken longer than expected, the music room
is a dedicated space for all of our students to learn to
appreciate, understand, and perform. At LBS, we believe that the arts are an integral part of a complete

elementary education and develop the creative talents of our students.
The educational experience we provide is cross-curricular and our arts,
physical education, media, technology, social/emotional, and core
academics (Math, Science, English/Language Arts, and Social Studies)
all work in harmony to nurture the whole child and help each to find
their passions and talents along the way.
We look forward to showing off the new space at our Spring
performance on May 25th, which will include our 4th-grade band,
5th/6th-grade band, and the whole school in a musical performance of

Annie Jr.!  Please come out and celebrate an evening of theater, music, and artwork that you are sure to enjoy.
Park Camp: Please check out the flyer for this Summer’s Park Camp on
our website at www.lebanonschool.org. This year the program will be run
by LBS staff including, Mrs. Walsh, our first-grade teacher, and Ms. Barkel,
our second-grade teacher.
State Testing Dates: This year we are doing the state testing in fewer days
to limit the disruption to the school.  The current schedule is as follows.
Please try to avoid personal days during the week of May 8th if possible as
we will need more hands on deck.

● May 8-9 - ELA Grades 3-6
● May 10-12 - Math Grades 3-6
● May 16-17 - Science Grade 5

Better Together,
Bruce Arcurio Ed.D.
Superintendent
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YMCA Before/After Care
● Registration

Health Office…
Bully Free Zone: The students finished the month of February working on
the character trait of FAIRNESS. They also were able to enjoy the Wingman
Activity Day.  We look forward to the character trait of Responsibility for the
months of March and April. Responsibility means one acts in a mature
manner and is prepared for any consequences both positive and negative.
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What if we all did this?
Can you imagine what this world would be like?

Nurse’s News: March is National Nutrition Month. Try to eat a
“RAINBOW”. Your body will thank you and you will save quite a
bit of money from not buying Vitamins and Supplements.

Safety Patroller of the Month
Safety Patroller for the Month of February: Tyler Carruthers Congratulations! You
have repeatedly demonstrated thoughtfulness to everyone at LBS. Tyler comes to
school prepared and on time to fulfill his duties as Safety Patroller. His friendly
personality sets a great example for our students at LBS. Keep up the terrific work
and continue to be your best.

THE WALKING SCHOOL
BUS
On Friday, February 24th
Lebanon Borough School
participated in the Winter Walk
2023!  Students and staff enjoyed
a nice brisk walk today!  This
countywide Safe Schools event
provides a fun way to stay active during the winter months and

educates our students on walking to school safely. Everyone received a sticker who came along. Thanks
to Ms. Dulovich for organizing the event with Hunterdon County Safe Schools. Keep an eye out for our
Spring Event!

Art
Grades K through 3 have been diligently drawing all month. Kindergarten and
first grade were excited to wrap up their Pledge of Allegiance portraits.
They’ve drawn the human figure, outlined, colored, and created a patriotic
patterned border. In March, we’ll return to our printmaking. The students are
very eager to transform their prints into abstract books. Second and
third-grade students have nearly finished their Rizzi cityscapes. The next
layer of the project is to print Rizzi-inspired cars. Eventually, the plan is to
create animations of our cars driving through our Rizzi cities. Another
activity worth noting is the Free Art center. As students reach completion
points, they pause their assignment and get to choose an art activity to spend
some time on. It’s been a beautiful thing watching students grow in
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confidence and skill as they weave and sculpt out their own ideas.
Students in 4th through 6th grade have started their Aaron

Meshon-inspired self-portrait maps. They see the challenges posed in creating
such a detailed illustration but they are tackling it in chunks. They are also very
excited to glaze their fish. Glaze day in the art room is always so much fun. The
tables are set up in color stations and students get to walk around and mingle
while they thoughtfully apply their colors. Even with only one year of prior

knowledge, their glazing skills are exceptional. In
March, the students will continue work on their
self-portrait maps learning about drawing from
reference photos and imagination and portrait drawing.
In the month of March, a selection of LBS students will
have artwork displayed at the North County Branch Library in the Children’s
Book section. I’m so very excited to be able to showcase the artwork my
students are making. They’ve worked so hard to learn new skills this year and I
love that we can share that with the community. Please try to stop by to see the
display! As always, you can view finished artwork on Artsonia as well.

Enrichment/Media/Technology
This month we embarked on some interesting challenges in class.  We learned about Wilson Bentley
through his work with snowflakes. From there, classes created different snowflakes according to the
types and characteristics we learned about. Lower grades worked in teams and worked against the clock,
trying to come up with as many different versions as possible using marshmallows and toothpicks. We
found it to be super sticky. But we also learned that sticking with one type of snowflake for a bit and
altering it was a good strategy. The older grades used the graphic arts skills that we acquired this year.
They designed 6 different snowflakes in Google Drawings, downloaded them as a JPG, and then
uploaded them into a Google Slide file.
Next for Black History Month, we read a book titled, Salt in His Shoes about Michael Jordan written by
his mother. It has a great story of believing in yourself and working hard. We also read Mae Among the
Stars about the first African American female astronaut. We then challenged ourselves with a timed
shape-rocket ship using self-made tangrams. Older students have a more challenging version.
Preschoolers build rockets out of Legos!
As we finish out the month and move forward, we will be building a quilt (4-5th) and a flip book (K-3)
from our research of impactful people in our history for Black History Month. Fourth graders will be
learning how to develop and support a thesis statement from research. Sixth graders are researching in
preparation for their Second Chance Wax Museum.
A/T: We finished our Skyscrapers and Earthquakes unit. We are now working on creating our own
Avatars and animating them! Some of us are getting really skilled with graphic arts and now animation
(think Flip Book).

Music
Everyone is so excited that the new music room is finished!  During the
month of March, all grades will be utilizing this wonderful new space by
starting “Mallet Madness.” This unit uses various percussion
arrangements to teach notation, rhythm, counter rhythms, melody, timbre,
improvisation, text painting, accompaniments, ostinatos, and much more.
Throughout the unit, the students will rotate through the instruments and
play a variety of parts both by rote and note!  They will also have the
opportunity to improvise using the pentatonic scale.  To prepare for this
unit, our lower grades learned a Valentine's Day rhythm performance piece where all students worked on
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reading rhythms at varying levels.  Even our preschool students can read and perform half notes, quarter
notes, eighth notes, and quarter rests in different combinations!  We divided into groups based on the
timbre of our instruments in order to play different parts of our song.  We are looking forward to
continuing to work on various rhythm performance pieces during March in our “Mallet Madness” unit.

Our upper grades focused on time signatures this month and the
mathematical relationship between the notes and rests.  The 3rd-grade
students began the month with a focus on reading pitches on the treble
clef staff in preparation for our recorder unit.  The students were so
excited to receive their recorders during the last week of February.  As we
continue with our recorder unit, students will work on combining reading
rhythm and pitch simultaneously and will also work on their hand
coordination and breath control.

Our instrumental students have been working on putting our instrument parts together and listening to
each other as we perform as a group.  We have been evaluating the music to determine which
instruments are featured throughout the composition and have been discussing balance in order to make
the featured parts stand out. We also discussed the concept of “call and answer” in music and determined
which instruments ask the music question and which instruments answer.  Additionally, students have
been working to expand their personal ranges on their instruments and memorizing scales.

Physical Education/Health
This February in PE we played games that focused on striking
with an implement. Students participated in games and
activities such as floor hockey, field hockey, paddle and racket
games, and tee ball. Health focused on the body parts and body
systems, such as the skeleton, heart, lungs, brain, and more.
We had a great time, below are some pics of students playing
with our noodle rackets. In March we will focus on building
our basketball skills and in health, we will learn about emotions and how to be

mindful of them.

Spanish
¡Fabulous febrero!  In February, we learned how to talk
about el Dia de San Valentin.  We learned vocabulary for
many Valentine’s Day words, including hearts, candy, cards,
as well as how to express our love and friendship to our

families and friends.  Students created “tarjetas” (cards) or bracelets
with a special message in Spanish to a loved one. Students in grades
K-2 have been practicing their listening skills by following
instructions like “toma” and “tira” (take and throw) bean bags at a
certain specified target.  Students in grade 3 created a video reenactment
of a short story about a waiter serving customers in a pizzeria, with props
and acting included! Grades 4-6 are continuing to learn action vocabulary
and verb conjugation, practicing by asking each other questions about

physical characteristics “alto/a” and “bajo/a” (tall and short) and reporting out their
results.  It has been a busy but fun month!
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Preschool
AM: This month is preschool we have been busy finishing up our clothing
unit and starting our wheels unit.  We learned
about how wheels are round (no straight sides
or corners) this is why they roll.  We celebrated
Valentine's Day with our friends and
transitioned to a new teacher!  We practiced
rhyming words, sorting, staying on topic in a
conversation, counting, shapes, and patterns,

and celebrated the 100th day of school.  In March we will finish up our
WHEELS unit and start our Reduce, Reuse, Recycle unit.. We will learn
about Dr. Suess, celebrate his writing, and his birthday on March 2nd. We will learn about the meaning
of responsibility and how we demonstrate it. And we will start our Spring theme, continue with our
handwriting practice, and create super St. Patrick’s Day projects. We will continue improving our
rhyming, sorting, cutting, sequencing, counting, coloring, and gluing skills.

PM: This month in preschool we have been busy learning about
community helpers and celebrating Valentine’s Day.  We transitioned
to a new teacher and have practiced working on rhyming, opposites,
counting, and journal writing.  In March we will discuss the lifecycle
of flowers, as well as recognize the signs of the season of Spring. We
will read and listen to Dr. Suess stories and create cool projects. We
will continue learning about other Community helpers, like teachers
and sanitation workers. And we will practice our handwriting skills
with our learning without tears program, journals, and practice.

Kindergarten
The kindergarten class has been having a lot of fun celebrating the February
school holidays!  We started off the month celebrating Groundhog’s Day. We
learned what type of weather causes shadows. We partnered with our 6th-grade
friends to make predictions and test our predictions. We read nonfiction books
to learn about groundhogs.
The 100th day of school celebration included sharing their 100 items, counting
to 100, reading books about the 100th day, counting 100 beads in groups by 10s
to make necklaces, working with our 6th-grade friends, making 100-day hats,
playing games, and even more!
In reading, we are learning about folktales and fairytales and the elements of
those genres. We are learning to compare different versions of the same story.
We read different versions of The Three Little Pigs. They also heard the version
told by the wolf, called The True Story of the Three Little Pigs. We compared
how the stories were alike and different. We read folktales including The Tortoise and the Hare and
How Anansi Got His Stories and discussed the theme also known as the big idea of the story.
The class is continuing to learn new sight words. They are working on their “Sight Word Challenge”
individually and learning words throughout our reading program as well. We are going to be writing a
fairytale of our own. We will begin by organizing our ideas and then they will write their story in
writer’s workshop. The class is also reading books on their individual reading level with me during
reading time.
Next, we will be learning about poetry. We will practice finding rhymes in poems. This ties in well with
our “Read Across America” Dr. Seuss week! We will be celebrating by listening to and reading many
Dr. Seuss stories and doing projects. We will also partner read with older students.
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In math, we will be completing our module on adding to and taking from
within 10. In our next module, we will continue to work on addition and
subtraction problems. They will be able to tell their own addition and
subtraction problems using the information given. They will be working
on word problems. They will also be learning to add to a given number to
make 10. We will practice different ways to make 10. The students will
continue to use centers and manipulatives to reinforce this concept.
In social studies, we have been learning about George Washington and
Abraham Lincoln. We have also been learning about Ruby Bridges, as
well as inventors like Bellen Woodard and Garrett Morgan as well as
artists like Alma Thomas for Black History Month. Next, in science
students will learn why birds lay eggs in spring. They will learn how birds
change their environment to meet their needs. They will also do an activity

to create a bird’s nest.

First Grade
February has been filled with fun celebrations in 1st grade!

We celebrated two birthdays, the 100th Day of School, and
Valentine’s Day!  Check out our pictures from our exciting
festivities! In math, the students have been learning how to use
cubes, counters, and bar models to solve “How many more” and
“How many fewer” word problems.  In the next module, we
will learn how to interpret and represent data using tally charts,
picture graphs, and bar graphs.  We continue to work on our
addition and subtraction facts daily.  The goal is to memorize
these facts so that it “frees up thinking time” to move on to
more advanced math concepts.
In reading, the students loved reading Frog and Toad are
Friends.  Toad is pretty funny because he is such a “grump”
and the students really enjoyed his silly antics in the stories!
These stories have really motivated the students to read because
they think the stories are so funny!  While reading, we focused on identifying character traits, making
predictions, the sequence of events, the problem, and the solution.  Additionally,  we’ve learned about
persuasive texts.  Most recently, we read a persuasive text about why art and music are so important in
school. In the weeks to come, we will move on to reviewing folktales.  The students have learned that
folktales are fictional stories that have been retold for many years and that they include a lesson, or
moral. Then, we will apply our knowledge of both persuasive texts and folktales.  The students will
write persuasive texts which discuss the importance of reading a particular folktale of their choice
because of the lesson it teaches.
In honor of black history month, the students have learned about important people like Martin Luther
King Jr.,  Jackie Robinson, Harriet Tubman, and Booker T. Washington, and their impact!  Now, we will
move on to our Maps & Globes unit.  In science, the students have been learning about how both
predators and animals of prey use camouflage to survive. Also in Science, we went to Mr. Pepe’s class
in 5th grade to take part in a Kahoot science review game! Soon, we will move on to our Plant
Superpowers Unit.  In this unit, the students will explore the different parts of plants and how those parts
are essential for plant survival.
We have a lot to look forward to in the month of March!  We also look forward to celebrating St.
Patricks Day and Read Across America Week!
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Second Grade
February is always a short month, but one that is jam-packed with lots of
wonderful learning in second grade! We are becoming stronger students
every day, in all of our subjects. February is a time when we really see our
routines perfected, and the second graders are doing a wonderful job of
challenging themselves to be better.
In Writing, we are working on our informational texts, and getting to
understand how to write like an author for a reader who knows nothing
about our subject. We are diving deep into informational writing, how it is

formatted, and how it is important to include several details so that our readers finish our writing pieces
completely informed on our topics! We are currently learning about how to include different forms of
media in our writing and will start our informational text-writing projects.
In Reading, we continue to work on learning all about nature’s wonders
and different cultures by reading informational texts and folktales. We are
becoming better at making educated predictions about what will happen
next in our stories and learning how authors use different descriptive
words to understand how our characters are feeling.
In Math, we are mastering the art of two-digit addition and subtraction.
We have learned several different ways to help us solve these problems:
regrouping to make new tens, breaking down our ones, and using
expanded form to help us. So far, regrouping seems to be our favorite
way to help us solve!
In Social Studies, we spent the month talking about Black History Month and learned about several
important Black figures who helped pave the way for civil rights for their fellow Black Americans. We
have created our very own Black history books to share with our families.
We also had so much fun this month celebrating the 100th day of school and Valentine’s Day! We are
excited about all that March has to offer and look forward to continuing to become stronger in all of our
subject areas.

Third Grade
This month the 3rd Grade gathered 100 reasons we LOVE our school! “And the
survey says…'' we love being a small school because we're like a big family, and
we love our new lunch program! Speaking of love, we wrote traditional
Valentine’s Day couplets expressing fun heartfelt thoughts, and a funny story
about a rouge, LOVE-bot. We finished our historical fiction writing and even
illustrated our own coordinated book. Now we are working on a persuasive
speech sharing how all of us can be a hero in some way to help make a positive
difference. In reading, we’ve learned about heroic people that changed
communities, like Jane Addams and Mama Miti. We also focused on amazing
Black Americans who shaped our history and inspired

a nation to be the best society it can be. In math, we are finishing our data
interpretation module and have learned how to collect data and design graphs
to show information clearly. We also focused on two-step word problems
based on our graphing. In science, we are learning about weather and
climates. We are now “storm-spotters” and can predict the weather based on
wind direction and cloud formations. Next month we will continue reading
biographies and create a presentation of our historical person. We will also
present the Black History Slides that we've been working on in Social
Studies. We are looking forward to more Spring weather and Read Across America in early March!
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Fourth Grade
In Wingman this month, we worked on getting to know our friends
even more by answering discussion questions. The children were paired
up with a partner by finding matching colored dominos.
Some questions that were facilitated by WINGMAN students: If you
could open a store, what would you sell and why? Or If you could be
an animal what animal would you be and why?  Even though we all
know each other well, this activity was a learning experience for all of
us and pulled the children out of their comfort zone.
Over the last month, we have been identifying factors and multiples of
numbers in module 10. We also learned what makes a number prime or composite. The next module that
we are currently working in is called investigating fractions.  We are using our knowledge of factors and
multiples to help us generate equivalent fractions.  We have been comparing fractions to benchmark
fractions such as ½, ¾, etc. The most important thing to remember when converting fractions is
whatever you do to the numerator you do to the denominator.
In Writing, we are continuing to answer ALL questions using a R.A.C.E. response strategy- Restate,
Answer, Cite, Explain.  We are also working on writing an informational piece on a topic of our interest.
This informational piece will include 4 subheadings in the topic, introduction, and conclusion.  The
fourth graders will be putting their research into a google slides presentation to share with the class.
During Social Studies we have been working on “becoming experts” on a region of the US. Right now
we are focusing on the Northeast and Southeast.  The expert group will present the information to the
other groups to teach them about the region.  This process is called jigsaw learning.  We will continue

the process around the regions of the United States.
We haven't seen the eggs lately, the eagles are keeping those 2 eggs
warm in the nest, any day we should see the eaglets emerging from
the shell! It is approximately 35 days to incubate an eagle egg.
Egg 1: January 20, 2023, 4:08 pm
Egg 2: January 23, 2023, 3:05 pm
Last week we saw a young eagle come to the nest, possibly one of
the eagles that were born last year! Here is the link if you would
like to watch too! DUKE FARMS EAGLE CAM It is amazing to

watch the parent eagles feed their young and the quick changes that the eaglets go through.

Fifth Grade
The shortest month of the year has, unsurprisingly, gone by quickly!
Students read Number the Stars, an engaging tale of friendship and survival during the German
occupation of Denmark during World War II.  Afterward, the class selected other historical fiction
novels so they could continue to apply all they learned about the genre.  Students explored novels set
everywhere from the Civil War to the last night aboard the Titanic to apartheid-era -South Africa.
Everyone took the critical reading skills they have been practicing to complete an in-depth novel study,
delving into pivotal concepts of character development, setting, and theme.
In writing, we’ve been finishing up our argumentative essay (a blend of persuasive writing and research)
and are ready to pivot….into the future and the world of Science Fiction!  We’ve highlighted elements
of the genre by highlighting popular examples of the genre and reading Ray Bradbury’s classic short
story, “All Summer in a Day”.  This group has always enjoyed the short fantasy and humorous creative
writing we’ve done in class, so I’m not surprised to already be hearing lots of out-of-this-world ideas
that students will expand and craft into quality stories.
Speaking of the broader universe, we wrapped up our 5th-grade outer space unit last month.  In the next
few weeks, we’ll shift back over to science for a unit on chemistry, which is loaded with hands-on
experiments that show everything that chemical reactions can achieve.  Until then, we’ll continue
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learning about the history of the Civil Rights movement, as well as reflect on the rights and liberties
Americans enjoy under the Bill of Rights.
After a run of adding, subtracting, multiplying (and even dividing!) fractions, we will begin our second
major topic of the year: working with decimals.  We’ll also continue to look at customary units of
measurement (pounds, inches, quarts, etc.) and how they relate to one another.  It’ll be a busy, and
hopefully incredibly rewarding, month of March!).

Sixth Grade
During February we have been exploring topics and people related to Black History Month.  Each day
we have a link (or two) about a topic and/or person from history who has contributed to the welfare of
our country.   It is a good time for the students to become familiar with these important people in our
history.
This month, we have completed our novel, Elijah of Buxton, tying together the threads of the
Underground Railroad, slavery, and freedom with the coming of age of the title character, Elijah.  The
story started slowly, but by the end of the book, everyone was invested in the story of Elijah and Mr.
Leroy and the people Elijah discovers in a barn.  Ask your student about it!  Last week we began prep
work for our next novel, The Boy in the Striped Pajamas. The 6th graders seem to be looking forward to
it.
Our new chapter in math is more of the same.  We have finished our first geometry chapter and started
on the second this month.  In March we will continue to learn more about the intricacies of area and
volume, before moving on to data collection and displays.
In science, we have been having a great time working on electricity experiments!  We made our own
electrodes and saw how salt can enhance electricity moving through water.  We will be doing some fun
activities relating electricity to magnetism this month, before moving into learning about the solar
system.
In history, we have finished Ancient Rome and begun learning about the major religions:  Buddhism,
Hinduism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.  Understanding these three religions will help the students
better understand our next unit on Medieval Europe, as well as many current events happening today.

Join the PTA
● Our PTA is a wonderful organization that works in conjunction with the school to provide

students with enriching opportunities that could not happen without its support.  Field trips,
assemblies, family events, supplies, and equipment are just a few of the many ways that our PTA
supports the children of Lebanon Borough.  Please be sure to join the PTA!  The Membership
Form can be found on the PTA page of our district website.
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