
Dr. Arcurio’s Corner
Fantastic Fall Conferences:
It is now the time of year when we all start to dress a
little warmer, enjoy the fall colors, and gear up for the
holiday season.  Another rite of autumn is school
conferences.  This is without a doubt one of the most
powerful ways that you can continue to forge the
home-school connection for your children.  It gives you
and your teachers an opportunity to discuss your child’s
progress.  It is another opportunity for you to express
your hopes and dreams for your child.  I want to offer a
few pointers regarding conferences from the National
Education Association Website.  For additional
information go to www.nea.org/parents. Open lines of
communication are one of the ways that we can work
toward all children learning optimally.
Before you go to the school, write notes to yourself
about:

● things about your child's life at home,
personality, problems, habits, and hobbies you
feel it's important for the teacher to know

● your concerns about the school's programs or policies
● questions about your child's progress
● how you and the school can work together to help your child

Some good questions to ask are these:
● Is my child in different groups for different subjects? Why?
● How well does my child get along with others?
● What are my child's best and worst subjects?
● Is my child working up to his or her ability?
● Does my child participate in class discussions and activities?
● Have you noticed any sudden changes in the way my child acts? For example, have you noticed

any squinting, tiredness, or moodiness that might be a sign of physical or other problems?
● What kinds of assessments are being done? What do the tests tell about my child's progress?
● How does my child handle taking tests?

Finally, don’t forget to turn your clocks back on Sunday.  We will have some lighter mornings and
darker afternoons over the next couple of months. Enjoy these weeks of moderate temperatures before
they turn cold!

Better Together,
Bruce Arcurio Ed.D.
Superintendent

Better Together! 1

http://www.nea.org/parents


Office Items
Please be sure to log in to Realtime Parent Portal to complete the forms.  Report cards will not be visible
in the portal unles these forms are complete.  If you need your login credentials please email Mr. Arcurio
at barcurio@lebanonschool.org.

YMCA Before/After Care
● Registration

Health Office…
● Bully-Free Zone: October has been a busy month. The students celebrated Respect Week,

Anti-violence Awareness Week, and Red Ribbon Week. During the week of respect and red
ribbon week, the staff and students showed their school spirit. LBS stood united on respect,
anti-bullying, anti-violence, safety, and against drugs. For the months of November and
December, our character trait is Caring. Our focus as a school community towards one another
will be; kindness, compassion, gratitude, forgiveness, and helping people in need.

● Nurse’s news: October 10th was World Mental Health Day. The past few years have been
challenging (to put it mildly) and have brought on an unprecedented mental health crisis. Simply
talking to someone sympathetic in your life about your mental health challenges can help reduce
your stress and improve your mood. Having a conversation with others about their mental
well-being can make an impact on their lives. While it might seem difficult or awkward, it
doesn’t have to be. Just a few words, like asking someone how they’re feeling can make a big
difference. Keeping a regular self-care routine has been clinically proven to reduce or eliminate
anxiety and depression, reduce stress and increase happiness!

Safety Patrol
Safety Patroller for the Month of October: Oliva Metais Congratulations! You have
repeatedly demonstrated kindness and thoughtfulness to everyone at LBS. Oliva
comes to school prepared and on time to fulfill her duties as Safety Patroller. Her
positivity and upbeat personality set a great example for our students at LBS. Keep
up the terrific work and continue to be your best.
Congratulations!

Walking School Bus
On Wednesday, October 19th  Lebanon Borough School celebrated
International Walk to School Day by participating in the “Hunterdon
County Safe Routes to School Program” which educates our students on
walking to school safely. Students received a sticker for coming along.  It
was a great turnout!

Art

The students have stayed focused in Art Class this
month. Each grade level has been looking forward to finishing
their first projects. The fourth through sixth-grade students are
done painting their Klee-inspired landscapes. We’ll spend some
time critiquing students’ works in November and start our next
assignment on printmaking. The second and third grades are

Better Together! 2

https://operations.daxko.com/Online/5210/ProgramsV2/Search.mvc?program_id=CC2568&
https://www.hcymca.org/child-learning-center/before-and-after-school-programs/
https://www.nami.org/Your-Journey/Individuals-with-Mental-Illness/Disclosing-to-Others
https://www.nami.org/Your-Journey/Individuals-with-Mental-Illness/Disclosing-to-Others
https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGHTQp4rJTC0gIa3DVud5H1ErMx79rqg8zc4SBE_Rke-wwtHcjY2xkkWGhPaaFkulm01fHAwi0=


very close to finishing their weavings. In order to stay
motivated, they’ll do a clay project in November. Weaving is
meditative and relaxing, but it can also become monotonous
without a break. Clay cupcakes will be the just-right
distraction. The kindergarten and first-grade students finished
their Kandinsky-inspired dot paintings, which were made
entirely with primary-colored paints. They’re truly
phenomenal. They earned a day of October-themed art centers.
We had a lot of fun drawing spooky houses, observing and
drawing gourds, painting autumn leaves, and adding faces to a
pumpkin patch. Up next is portrait drawing.

In addition to our individual assignments and not
without tremendous support from Dr. Arcurio and the school
staff, we were able to make a collaborative mural! The stairway
in the school was the perfect spot for a mural. Artist Alma
Thomas was the inspiration for a mural of flowers growing so
tall they’ve reached into space. Four to six students came to the
space at a time to make their mark on the wall. The students

share a deep sense of
ownership over their
mural. Some of the most
tender moments were hearing student comments throughout the
day. As told by some second graders, the mural makes them feel
“proud,” “happy,” and “inspired.” Another second grader shared
that we should have one flower for every teacher in the school
because they are the ones who help us [students] grow.
Compliments came from every direction-sixth graders to
preschoolers, classmate to classmate, student to teacher, and vice
versa. The mural is beautiful and will be for years to come.
Making it with all of LBS was gratifying and heartwarming.

Enrichment/Media/Technology
This month in our classes, all things centered around Fairy Tales. Students started the unit by Reading
Around The World, or around the library, with Easy Reader Fairy Tales and Fractured Fairy Tales as
well as some chapter fiction books that feature many fairy tale characteristics or storylines. Students
learned how to reflect and evaluate the book through a sneak peek short ready, and judged the books
with 1 to 5 stars and a short, yet specific reason for this score. It was really fun to see different students'
opinions of some of the same books, especially across the grades for these "reviews" stayed in the books
for each to see.  From here different grade levels explored different things. Younger students starting
with preschool enjoyed Rapunzel and giggled at some of the surprises in the original. They built towers
out of various materials and reflected on which were more successful including
cups, apples with toothpicks, and Model Magic and sticks. Next, they listened to
Cinderella as well as a fracture version of Cindy Ellen, A Wild West Tale . They
then designed and build a new cleaning tool for Cinderella. The best part was the
names they came up with for these creations!
Older students learned what makes a fairy tale "fractured" or changed. With
partners, they chose a well-known fairy tale and fractured it. They developed a
setting, the characters, the problem and solution, and the plot. They have created
new book covers for their fractured fairy tales. Moving into November, they will
be using their new story to develop online books and book trailers!
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All grades have dived into The Three Little Pigs. We have learned that there are many versions of the
original, being retold and illustrated by different people. We have read or listened to fractured versions
of this fairy tale. We also listened to a story told from the wolf's perspective and learned that that can
change everything! Youngers students have enjoyed creating and building new homes for the three pig
brothers that now must live together, attempting to make it strong, safe, and roomy enough for all three.
The ideas have been so creative including theater rooms and slides! Middle-grade students will be
deciding who they believe (which perspective). Is the wolf guilty or innocent? They will be creating
WANTED or SAVE THE WOLF posters moving into November.

Music
In music classes this month, the entire school began
rehearsing for our winter concert performance of
December ‘Round the World which will be held on
Wednesday, December 14, 2022, at 6:30 PM.
Please mark your calendars for this exciting
evening!   While rehearsing the music, students have
been learning about form, tone, vocal technique,
harmony singing, melodic direction, systems, and
various forms of repeats.  The upper grades have

also been working on reading from a score and following repeat signs including special endings as well
as identifying verses and refrains.  Next month, we will work on fine-tuning our performances by
working on our pitch accuracy, tone quality, dynamics, and more while we even add choreography.  In
addition to our rehearsals, we have been learning about mood through some Halloween music.  We have
been experimenting with dynamics, tone, tempo, and more to create a mood to match the composer’s
intention.  We also began using our personal instrument kits to accompany ourselves in the lower grades.
These kits include a variety of homemade unpitched percussion instruments.  The students are having so
much fun creating music with these kits and with their body percussion!

The 4th Grade Beginner Band is off to a fantastic start after their first month of lessons on their new
instruments!  Brass and woodwind players have been focusing on their embouchure and have
successfully been able to read and play their first few notes!  This has been a great accomplishment and
we are all very proud!  We are currently focusing on our intonation, finger coordination, and tone in
order to perfect these pitches.  Percussionists have been focusing on reading rhythms, sticking,
rudiments, and coordination.  The 5th & 6th Grade Band has been working on their concert repertoire
and has already been able to play through their first piece as a group!  The students were so excited that
they couldn’t help but cheer and applaud themselves!  Now we are working on transitioning between the
various musical sections, articulation, musicality, and intonation throughout the piece.  We will also be
starting another piece next month.  They can't wait to share their performance with everyone on

December 14th!

Physical Education/Health
This month in PE all classes continued on to improve
their motor skills and fitness levels. Pre-K and
Kindergarten maneuvered around obstacle courses that
reinforced their leaping, hopping, running, and crawling
skills. They also participated in underhand throwing and
catching games like bowling, cornhole, and games that
practiced the “Tick-Tock and Rock” cues taught to
strengthen and enhance underhand throwing.  1st-6th
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grades practiced both underhand and overhand throwing cuesStudents also worked on maintaining their
hands close together when catching different-sized objects. The pictures below are of the kids playing a
few of the games played including, “Including Ghostbusters,” a great Halloween-themed game.  In
health, all classes focused on bullying, anti-bullying, personal safety, and our monthly pillar character
trait, respect. We watched videos on the subjects, worked on workbooks, and discussed the effects of
bullying, circumstances where peer pressure may come into play, and methods to handle bullying and
speaking up. The 6th graders created anti-bullying posters that will hang in the hallway leading to the
gym for their schoolmates to see and use as inspiration. In November we will continue practicing
throwing and catching cues as these are very important skills for the kids to build on. Health will
concentrate on nutrition and the importance of eating healthy foods.

Spanish
What a great month octubre as been!  We are doing
fabulous things in Spanish class!  We have all learned
about Día de Los Muertos and the traditions of Mexico.
Grades 5 and 6 created a calavera (sugar skull) or flores
(flowers) to engage in the culture of this beautiful
holiday.
Grades K-2 have been learning about greetings and
school vocabulary!  Our kindergarten students are
identifying the days of the week and putting them in
order. We are still practicing finding numbers on the
calendario….!  We are learning vocabulary to talk about
all aspects of the calendar: how to express the months, days, and year.
Grades 3-4 are working on a unit on expressing needs—thirst, hunger, pain.  Our
listening skills are improving with every class, and many times we can conduct
much of the lesson part of our class in Spanish.
Grades 5-6 have been demonstrating the ability to comprehend exercises in
Spanish through our Lucha de la Limonada novel. We enjoyed the ironic ending
and love the creativity of the story.

Preschool
AM: This month in preschool we have been learning about apples, farms, trees, and Halloween.  We
went on a field trip to Melick’s farm, we got to pick apples, and pumpkins and help make and taste apple
cider.  We all enjoyed Halloween and our class party.  We welcomed a new student into our class, we
have been practicing our pencil/crayon grip a lot in our handwriting books, practicing our counting,
positional words, and Halloween crafts.  Next month we will start learning letters, finish our tree study,
learn about colors/color mixing, and thanksgiving.
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PM: This month in preschool we have been learning about apples, farms, families, and Halloween.  We
went on a field trip to Melick’s farm, we got to pick apples, and pumpkins and help make and taste apple
cider.  We all enjoyed Halloween and our class party.  We welcomed a new student into our class, we
have been practicing our pencil/crayon grip a lot in our handwriting books, practicing our counting,
writing in our journals, positional words, and Halloween crafts.  Next month we will start learning
letters, learn about colors/color mixing, pets, and thanksgiving.

Kindergarten
Early this month we released our monarch butterflies, so they could begin their migration south. The
students seemed to really enjoy raising the butterflies. Currently, in science, we are studying plants and
animals. The students are learning what living things need to survive. We are learning about the parts of
a pumpkin and how a pumpkin grows. Next, we will be learning about the weather. This will include
storms and weather conditions.
In reading, we are learning about realistic fiction and informational text. We have been reading stories
from these genres. We are learning letter sounds and we are
beginning to blend those sounds into words. The students
have been enjoying reading their decodable stories. We are
also discovering what things are nouns. In writer’s
workshop, we have been writing in our journals and some of us
are starting to sound out words using phonetic spelling. They
are doing an excellent job! In our next reading unit, we will be
reading fiction stories and persuasive texts. We will also
continue to learn new sight words weekly.

In math, we completed
our module on comparing
numbers. We are currently working on sorting and classifying objects.
We are working in small groups to complete math center activities on
our individual levels. Next, we will be working on beginning addition
and subtraction strategies.
This month we celebrated a week of respect. During that week the
class listened to a variety of stories about kindness and being
considerate of other people’s feelings. We read How Full Is Your
Bucket? and other stories about empathy and kindness. They learned
to consider other people’s feelings. This week is Red Ribbon Week,
so we are discussing the importance of being drug and bully-free. The
students have been creating a red ribbon book. We have been
discussing healthy choices. We have also been reading many

Halloween stories and making various projects.
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First Grade
Did you know that tadpoles grow their back legs first,
and then their front legs?  Or that sunflowers have their
own circadian rhythm that helps them face the sun
every day? And that all living things have a life cycle?
These are just some of the awesome facts that we’ve
learned in 1st grade during our whole group reading
time.  First grade has been learning all about
informational texts and their nonfiction features such as
headings and labels.  In the weeks to come, we will
continue to closely read nonfiction texts while reading
about baby animals and also identify the changes that
happen to animals during the seasons.  This unit has
been a great way to incorporate science into our reading
time!  As always, we continue to work on our reading
fluency and comprehension during centers and reading
workshop time.
In Math, we’ve learned about related fact families, how
to add with three addends, add in any order, and determine whether equations are true or false.  In the
weeks to come, we’ll learn how to solve for unknown addends, identify related facts, use addition to
check subtraction, and work on our fact fluency.
In Science, we will complete our unit on the earth, moon & sun, and move on to Plant Superpowers.  In
this unit, the students will explore the different parts of plants and how these parts are essential for plant
survival.  During Social Studies, we will wrap up our unit on Rules & Laws, and move on to our
Neighborhood Helpers unit.  During this unit, we will explore how community leaders are chosen and
the importance of working together to make neighborhoods nice places to live.
We hope everyone had a fun and safe Halloween!  We look forward to the month of November and a
whole new month of learning!  Check out some of our pictures from October!

Second Grade
October has come and gone in a flash, and we are busy as ever
in second grade! We have come together as a class so much this
past month, it’s hard to believe we are only two months into the
school year!
In English Language Arts, we completed our first big writing
assignment about opinion pieces! Each student had the
opportunity to pick their favorite Halloween candy and write
about why they thought it was the very best! We learned lots of
ways to state our opinions and create really awesome final drafts
after going through the entire writing process! We were also
introduced to poetry and had lots of fun learning about the
different kinds of poems.
In Math, we worked on addition and subtraction arrays and
learned how to count our rows and columns. We also learned all
about different types of graphs and charts: tally charts, picture
graphs, and bar graphs. We collected data on popular Halloween

costumes and created different types of charts and graphs to represent our data!
In Science, we completed our plant life cycle unit and learned all about what a plant needs to grow and
survive, as well as how to take care of plants in the best way possible. We made “grass people” that are
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beginning to sprout after planting grass seeds in stockings! In Social Studies, we learned all about
locations and why it is important to be able to read different types of maps.
We also had our first Wingman activity, and learned how to cheer on other people even if we are not the
winners. It has been a very fun month, and we are looking forward to working on all of these skills in
November!

Third Grade
The Crew embarked on their first personal narrative writing experience this month and it’s been a
wonderful time of sharing life’s stories! Students included memories from their past and focused on
including rich details that captured our audience's attention. We learned how
to “Explode the Moment” and take our reader step by step into our experience
sharing our senses and feelings. In reading, we came to the end of our
“Environments” unit. We learned about the difficulties of living in the desert
and how a family shares a life in the swampland of Puerto Rico as
environmentalists. We took a deeper look into nonfiction text features. We
can spot these essential pieces to better understand the information in the text.

We also learned all about traditional tales and
myths and read a few engaging tales from
Nigeria and Puerto Rico. In math, we have
learned more multiplication strategies, such as
using the distributive and associative properties
to solve difficult equations. We can decompose
factors into their addends to break down problems into smaller, more
manageable parts. In science, we discovered how selection isn’t always
caused by human beings: sometimes other, non-human factors can cause
selection to happen. We learned the story
of two lizard species in Florida called
anoles. These lizards’ survival is an
example of "natural selection" for the
green anole. In writing, we are now
learning how to write argumentative

essays and will be using our talents to reach out and make a difference
in our community with persuasive, friendly letter writing. We are all
excited for Halloween and will also be sharing some very funny
writing pieces, such as how “My Principal Turned into Frankenstein!”
I look forward to meeting with parents in early November!

Fourth Grade
This month has flown by in 4th grade!  We have been so busy reading various nonfiction books in
reading and identifying the text structure of the text.  We learned that non-fiction writing can be
presented in many different ways. The text structures we have discussed are descriptive,
problem/solution, cause/effect, chronological order, and compare/contrast.
In writing, we have been working on the elements of personal narrative and writing a “small moment”
personal narrative story of our own.  The children learned different ways to hook the reader- asking
questions, onomatopoeia, and starting off with an action.  The children really enjoyed creating a “hook”
for their story.
This past week, we had a mini novel study, reading Frindle.  The kids seemed to really enjoy this fun,
quick realistic fiction book! Over the next few weeks, we will be starting another novel study, Mr.
Popper’s Penguins. This is also a fun novel about a man and his famous penguins that go on tour.
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During this month we have been learning about
multiplicative and additive comparison problems in
math.  We are also working on using multiplication
and division patterns to help solve large mental
math. Our math facts are coming in handy right now.
Next, we will be learning how to multiply and divide
whole numbers by up to 4-digit numbers.
In Science, we have been learning about the past and
present patterns of where volcanoes exist on the
earth. We plotted volcano locations on a world map and looked for patterns. We discovered that
volcanoes form a “Ring of Fire” around the Pacific Ocean.
Last week we had our first WINGMAN activity of the year. We had so much fun doing some fun
team-building activities together with our WINGLEADERS (5th & 6th graders).

Fifth Grade
Fifth Graders have literally “Taken the Lead” this month by starting off each day making the morning
announcements.  They’ve done a great job keeping LBS informed about the day’s weather, and
upcoming events, and encouraging messages about good character.  Most of all, they’ve given everyone
a cheery voice to hear first thing in the morning!
Together with their peers in sixth grade, our students were excited to kick off this year’s Wingman
activities in classrooms throughout the school.  The leaders met with their teams, selected an activity,
and decided the best way to share that activity with the grade they would be joining.  From there, the
students ran the show as they hosted fun team-building activities.  It was a rewarding experience, and
everyone is looking forward to November’s Wingman day.
We began the month of October by brushing up on our division skills.   Students applied the long
division strategies they learned last year to new problems that involve double-digit divisors.  We also
learned how to make area models, which allow each student the flexibility to solve division problems in
a way that makes the most sense to them.  We continue to play card games that help ingrain the math
facts that make math operations faster and easier.  From there, we will shift gears and focus on
multi-step equations requiring the order of operations and
then explore the concept of volume.
From day one, our class has been eager to start science!
Our first unit, Web of Life, has challenged students to
reconsider the living things all around them.  We’ve
competed to make the longest food chain, blown up and
weighted balloons to test if air actually has enough weight
to make a 4 million-pound sequoia, and discovered why
leaves don’t pile up indefinitely in the forest.  Our class
brings a wealth of scientific knowledge to our discussions
and is eager to share their ideas.
While we are focused on science, our class never quite
leaves social studies behind.  With 36 US History topics
(each grouped into engaging magazines) to explore, we have been able to take quick looks back into our
nation’s past.  Most recently, we have been reading about Teddy Roosevelt and life in the turn of the
century America.   We have also begun our first class novel of the year: Bunnicula.  A humorously
spooky tale about a bunny that may or may not be a vampire, it has shown us how authors can
strategically use point of view to make a story even more engaging.

Sixth Grade
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I cannot believe October is over already!  It has been a busy month and has truly flown by -- in spite of
the 6th grade being displaced for the last couple of weeks!  We have celebrated Red Ribbon Week,
School Violence Awareness Week, and the Week of Respect.   In language arts, we have begun Harry
Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone with an official sorting hat activity that set us into our various Hogwarts
houses.  We have a lot of fun with this:  from our personal Platform 9 ¾  to creating our own wands to
taking ownership of our Houses.  Next month we will finish Harry Potter, but continue the fantasy genre
with The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis.  In math, we have finished a full unit and
are onto ratios and rates.   In social studies, we finished up our studies on Ancient Latin America in
which we learned about the Aztec, Maya, and Inca. and began our exploration of  Ancient Greece
(which will continue into November).  In science, we have finished exploring genetics vs. environment
and are moving on to the interaction of organisms. In addition to all that learning, we also began our
Wingman activities, teaching the younger grades about leadership and standing up for each other.  It has
been a month of education, enjoyment, and energy!

Join the PTA
● Our PTA is a wonderful organization that works in conjunction with the school to provide

students with enriching opportunities that could not happen without its support.  Field trips,
assemblies, family events, supplies, and equipment are just a few of the many ways that our PTA
supports the children of Lebanon Borough.  Please be sure to join the PTA!  The Membership
Form can be found on the PTA page of our district website.
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